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If yaur brother or sister-distens to you, you will have won that
persormback.

lesus saidlte his disciples: ‘If yaur brother
does.something wrong, go and have it out
with him alone, between your two selves. If
he listens to you, you have won back: your
brother, If he does not listen, take one or
two others;with you: the evidence of two or
three witnesses; is required to sustain any
charge. But if he refuses to listen to these,
repont it to the community; and if he refuses
to listen to; the gommunity,, treat.him like a
pagan or aitax collector.,

'l telll you solemnly, whatever you bind on
earth shalllbe considered bound in heaven;
whatever you loose on earthi shall be
considered loosed in heaven.

‘I tell you splemnly once again, iftwo of you
on earth agree to ask anything at all, it will
be granted to you by my Father in heaven.
For where two or three meet in my name, |
shall be there with them.’
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Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA

It is difficult for leaders to call people to
accountability. Such is the unenviable
responsibility of pastors in the parish,
coordinators of religious education,
members of the parish council,
principals in the school, directors of
liturgical ministry, to. name but a few.
Disciples must also engage in the very
difficult process of reconciliation.
Differences of opinion,
misunderstandings, and actual offences
tend to alienate people. We see this
happen in families; neighbourhoads,
parish communities, workplaces. It is not
enough to say that we must try to forgive
from our hearts. The process of
reconciliation requires significant
movement toward the admission of guilt
as well. Both the one offended and the
offender must be wiling to be
transformed.

Gathering two or three together in
prayerful collaboration is not as easy as
it sounds. If collaboration is to be
effective, we have to be open and honest
about our opinions and our biases, and
respectful of the opinions and biases of
others. We must work for the common
good and net merely for what we
personaily think is best. We must be
willing to accept and implement
decisions with which we may not totally
agree, and we must live with them
gracefully. All of this calls for unselfish
love. Love fulfils the entire law only:
when, we honour our personal
commitments and the personal
commitments of others; when we value
the life, dignity and reputation of others;
and when we respect their possessians.
It is only because love is so demanding
that it covers all of our responsibilities:

First Reading Ez33:7-9

If you have not warned the wicked man, then | will hold you
responslble for his death.

The word of the Lord was addressed to me
as follows, ‘Son of man, | have appointed
you as sentry to the House of Israel, When
you hear a word from my mouth, warm them
in my name. If | say to & wicked man: Wicked
wretch, you are to die, and you do not
speak to warn the wicked man to renounce
his; ways, then he shall die for his sin, but
| will hold you responsible for his death.
If, however, you do warn a wicked man to
renounce his ways and repent, and he does
not repent, then he shall die for his sin, but
you yourself will have saved your life.”

Rasponsorial Psalm
Ps 94:1-2.6-9. R. v.8

(R.) O that today you would iisten to his voice!
Harden not yourhearts.

1. Come, ring out aur joy to the Lord;
hail the rock who saves us,
Let us come before him, giving thanks,
with songs let us hail the Lord. (R.)

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low;
let us kneel before the God who made us
for he is our God and we
the people who belong to his pasture,
the flock that is led by his hand. (R.)
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3. Othat today you would listen to his
voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribab,
as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your fathers put me to the test;
when they tried me, though they saw
my,work.' (R.)

Second Reading Rem 13:8-10
Love is the fulfilment of the Law.

Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of
mutual love. If you love: your fellow men
you have carried out your obligations. All
the commandments: You shall not commit
aduitery, you shall not Kill, you shall not
steal, you shall not covet, and so on, are
summed up in this single command: You
must love your nelghbour as yourself,
Love is the one thing that cannot hurt your
neighbour; that Is why itl Is the answer to
every one of the commandments.

Gospel Acclamation 2 cor5:19

Alleluia, alleluia!

God was in Christ, to reconcile the
worldito himself:

and the Good News of reconciliation
he has entrusted to us.

Allelulal



